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Consider Cape Hardy suggests lobbiest

By Natasha Ewendt
notosha swendi i rurslpress.com

CENTREX Metals should
develop its deepwater port at Cape
Hardy if Sheep Hill cannot be
extended in the future, according
to Enterprise Catalyst managing
director Liz Penfold,

The former Member for
Flinders is a registered lobbiest in
the fields of infrastructure includ-
ing mining, aquaculture, fishing,
agriculture, education and
research.

She attended an open day on
Centrex's proposal to build a port
to ship iron ore at Sheep Hill.

She said the state government
should actively support a port at
Cape Hardy if Sheep Hill could not
be extended to become the region’s
main deepwater port.

“I believe that South Australia
needs one deepwater port if it is to
realise the mining potential of the
state and have the mining boom
that has been spoken about for so
long.

“We can't afford as a state to
keep fiddling with containers,
barges or a small inadequate and
environmentally risky port at Port
Bonython.

“I have been working toward
this vision for many years and
believe it is the best solution for
the state and our region if we are
to maintain our population and
keep our schools and hospitals
and our sporting teams.”

Mrs Penfold said the port
should be capable of taking the
300,000 to 400,000 tonne ships
being built to minimise the cost of
freight.

“We must do this to remain
viable when the price of iron ore
drops and to maximise the return
for the Australian people while we

www.portlincolntimes.com.au

PORT: A graphic of what the Sheep Hill facility is expected to look like.

still have the minerals needed by
the rest of the world.

“Our reserves won't last forever
and other countries such as South
Africa are opening mines and have
much lower cost structures than
we do.

“I understand that this could be
made possible at Sheep Hill”

Other port users would be nec-
essary to ensure viability, and
grain and fuel should be relocated
to the port.

The cost of a heavy wvehicle
bypass road for Port Lincoln was
prohibitive and the traffic prob-
lems through cars and freight
would continue to get worse as the
city continued to grow.

The land freed up if the port in
Port Lincoln closed would become
valuable for tourist and other

developments and the jetty would
be made available for the fishing
industry, with a yacht marina
alongside to bring the yachting
back near the yacht club and the
city ecentre.

However a fuel depot and other
infrastructure would require an
exclusion zone that might not be
possible at Sheep Hill.

A pellet plant was needed to
process the ore into a standard-
ised high quality pellet ready for
international furnaces, and a gas
line would have to be brought
down from Whyalla and the power
line upgraded.

“The savings made by having
one efficient port used by all the
mining companies will enable this
to be undertaken where it is not
seen as viable at the moment.”

Mrs Penfold was satisfied to
find provision for a rail loop was
being made.

“I believe we need to bring a
standard rail line down from
Whyalla and to connect to the nar-
row gauge network on Eyre
Peninsula gradually upgrading it
to standard gauge to connect the
mines as they become productive.”

Farmer Adrian McFarlane also
attended the open day, seeking
information on the project’s envi-
ronmental sustainability,

“I'm curious about the balance
of jobs versus the environment,”
he said.

“I'm not a tree-
hugger, but I can’t
help but think of
Kakadu.”

New port planning
to accelerate

PLANS to build a deepwater port
at Sheep Hill were outlined at a
Centrex Metals information day last
week.

The day informed the public
about the port 21km northeast of
Tumby Bay, which came closer to
becoming a reality last week with
the state government asking for a
Public Environmental Report (PER).

Centrex managing director Jim
White said the PER would acceler-
ate planning, with Centrex set to
start building late next year depend-
ing on approvals.

He said it was likely construction
would start on the port just before
the mine, with hundreds of people
to be employed in the building
process and at the mine site,

Port Lincoln is still available as a
temporary shipping option, but
Centrex does not intend to use it.

Mr White said Centrex would con-
tinue to monitor iron ore prices,
exchange rates and growth predic-
tions to ensure the mine would be
viable long-term.

As the local water supply will not
be sufficient Centrex plans to build
a small seawater desalination
plant.

The environmental impact will be
further reduced by the fact there will
be no dredging, and it's one of the
few areas outside marine parks.

It will be the state’s first direct
loading cape class port, with a port
capacity of up to 20 million tonnes a
year,

The estimated capital cost for
stage one of the jetty, materials
handling system, ship loader and
storage site preparation is $180
million.

PORT LINCOLN TIMES, Tuesday, June 7, 2011 Page 3



