


Local hip replacement patients face recall
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“They will keep me on file and if I
need to have further operations and
go through a major lifestyle change, 1
will claim for it, especially as they
didn’t let us know the problems that
were being experienced even after
they were informed.

“I wasn’t advised there would be
any problems other than the issue of
pain - there was no warning I could
be subjected to metal poisoning.

“I thought it was titanium and
would last the rest of my life.”

Her surgeon Dr Roger Oakeshott
had been highly recommended but
was later found to have a conflict of
interest, having involvement in the
development of the hip and receiving
income from each hip used.

“You don't expect the surgeon to be
getting financial gain from the prod-
uct.

“It’s something he should have dis-
closed.”

Other locals have experienced
problems and are registered with
class actions in Melbourne and
Adelaide, but Mrs Penfold feared
many people would not register as
they believed signing disclosure
statements prior to surgery meant
they were not eligible to sue for costs
or loss of lifestyle and amenity.

“A lot of people don’t realise it does-
n't matter what document you sign, if
anything goes wrong yvou have the
right to take action.

“You're not signing away your
rights when you sign that state-
ment.”



