











Af the end of the six-month trial, the State Department for Families and
Communities "agreed to provide funding to the value of $100,000 for tweive
months to allow the bus service to continue in the short term."ivii] According
to the Department, this funding was provided on the understanding that local
government would "explore alternative ongoing funding sources beyond

In June 20086, all parties involved with the bus service reviewed its
performance. They assessed the service "as being a major success” and
noted the following highlights:

women and children from Yalata were able to access medical
practitioners and other health services in Ceduna on a regular basis,

people from Yalata were able to purchase fresh fruit, vegetables and
groceries at Ceduna supermarxets,

people from Yalata, particularly women, participated in Ceduna-based
activities, and

a reduction in the number of people stranded in Ceduna due to a lack of
transport. [ix]

On 28 September 2006, State and Federal Government representatives met
with Yalata Community Council to discuss "possible funding sources and
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options" for continuing the service "on a long term basis.” x|
Prior to the meeting three options were under consideration:

1. that Yalata Community use a community-owned bus to establish its own
bus service,

2. that "funding be sourced from Commonwealth and State Government
agencies to maintain the existing contractual arrangements”, and

3. that the service "link into bus services operated by other Aboriginal
communities.” x|

After considering various options, the meeting decided:

"that Yalata Community Council would obtain the necessary quotes o
identify the costs associated with repairing the existing bus up to the level
required of the Department of Transport, Energy and Infrastructure”;

"the Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination would identify possible
Commonwealth funding to assist with the repair costs”; and




"the Yalata Community Council would identify costs required to operate
the bus service on an ongoing bas s anc:i meet further with relevant parties to
identify possible funding sources.”

in December 2006, the State Government's 12-month funding commitment
came to an end and the weekly-bus service stopped running. | xii]

The Paper Tracker understands that the shift to a low-cost, community-
controlled service has not been successful.

In April 2007, the State Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation (Hon
J Weatherill MP) noted that the commumty ovmed bus had "been in the repair
shop in Ceduna for at least five weeks.”

As of © November 2007, the community-run service had not been cperating
for ten months.xv1 At that time, the Member for Flinders (Mrs Liz Penfold MP)
asked the Mmsster to consuder ;}rov;dmg funds f(.)r a private contractorto run a
service similar o one funded on Y ¥

On 20 December 2007, in response to the Member for Flinders' request, the
Minister stated that the Ceduna/Yalata service would "be self operated and
managed by Yalata Community Council". The Minister also indicated that:

Yalata community's bus "still requires repairs” but that these "should be
carried out some time this week,"

the service was expected to resume "not long after repairs are
complete,” and

discussions were "taking place with SA Police to trial a community
constable being present on the bus service to deal with any misbehaviour, to
support Anangu with catching the return trip from Ceduna ... and to detect
and confiscate any alcohol attempted to be taken back to Yalata."xvii

The Minister also stated that a West Coast Senior Officers Group would be
established "in early to mid 2008" and that this would lead fo the deveiopment
of "tonger term coordinated solutions ... for a range of chaii@ngmg areas in
the Eyre Peninsula, including the Yalata Bus Service."

The Paper Tracker understands that as of 28 April 2008, the bus service has
not heen operating for more than twelve months.

The Paper Tracker will ask a number of State and Federal departments and
agencies for information on their efforts to fund and re-establish a Yalata-
Ceduna bus service. Information provided by those departments and
agencies will be incorporated into this page as soon as it is received.
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in 2004, the South Australian Government allocated funding for a public franspost bus service on the
APY Lands, in July 2007, plans fo establish a twice-weekly return service from Alice Springs to Marla
via main communities on the eastern-side of the APY Lands were released. The Government had
hoped to have the service up and running by October 2007,

The need to improve Aboriginal Australian's access to safe, reliable and affordable transportation is
long-standing and well-documented.[']

In 2002, a review of the delivery of services to peopte with disabilities on the APY Lands noted:
The problem of moebility is a pressing need in such a vast area with no public transport and
limited private transport, very little of which is appropriate for transporting people with a
physical disability (i1

More recently. in May 2007, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare reporied;

= Indigencus people are more likely than non-indigenous to have difficulty getting to places due to a
lack of access to a motor vehicle or public transport, and

» the Indigenous households most likely to be without a vehicle are those in remole and very remote
areas. b

The South Australian Government committed funding to establish an integrated public transport system
an the APY Lands in October 2004.1v]

On 24 July 2007, the State's Public Transport Division called for submissions from parties inlerested in
tendering for a contract to run a regular passenger ransport service for communities on the APY Lands.

submissions closed on 22 August, with the service due to start operating in October 2007,y

Documnentation prepared by the Public Transport Division provides an outline of how the service will run.
It indicales that:

= it will e a fixed route service linking communities on the APY Lands with Alice Springs and Marla,

s it will run twice @ week and may inciude stops at induikana, Mimili, Fregon, Umuwa, Pukatja, and
nossibly Amata, vil]

s the service will have to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992,

% the maximum fare that an operalor will be able to charge for one-way travel "between any of these
towns - Alice Springs. Marla, APY Lands” is $75 concession and $150 full fare, [

s the maximum fare that an operator will be able to charge for one-way trave! "within the APY Lands®
is 55 concession and 519 full fare i+

http_:{:’wwwpapeﬂracker.com.au/'mdexZ.php‘?Gpti{}‘nxcomﬁcontent&taskmvécw&idﬁS(}.,. 2/05/2008
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« lhe operator will be required to employ two full-time travel assistants who "must be APY
residents. "« Their main duties will be "to assist passengers in using the services including
assisting them on and off the vehicle and [to] provide interpreting services as necessary.” Other
duties may include assisting with vehicle repairs, freight, ticketing "and creating community
awareness of the service." i

s the vehicle will be "a modern passenger vehicle with air-conditioning, " xi
s passengers will be allowed to carry up to 20kg of personal tuggage free of charge, v and

= the operator will be given a 12-maonth contract, but "with the polential to renew the contract for a
further two years."xv]

The documentation prepared by the Public Transport Division inciuded the following example of how the
twice weekly sarvice might run:

Monday:
departure from Alice Springs 7.00am, travel through APY Lands (excluding western

communitias), arrive Marla 8.00pm

Tuesday:
departure Marla 7.00am, travel through APY Lands {excluding western communities}),

arrive Alice Springs 8.00pm.

Thursday:
departure from Alice Springs 7.00am, travel through APY Lands (excluding westem
communities), arrive Marla 8.00pm

Friday:
departure Maria 7.00am, fravel through APY Lands (excluding western communilies),
arrive Alice Springs 8.00pm. o

The State Government has committed $150,000 per annum towards the costs of operating the bus
servica. In add’tion to receiving that funding, the operator will "retain fare revenue and concession

raimbursements. ol

On U January 2008, 375 andd acis advised that a contract for the bus service had not been
awarded bui that submlssmns were current y under consideration.”

The Paper Tracker understands that as of 30 March 2008, a contract for the service had stili not been
awarded and that Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) has suggested some changes o the
nroposed service which from its perspective would increase employment and economic opportunities for
Anangu. sy

The Paper Tracker will continue to monitor progress on the establishment of the APY public ransport
hus service.

hitp://www.papertracker.com.au/index2.php?option=com_content&task=viewd&id=80...  2/05/2008
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