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ulene Maywald met with SA
I manager Rob Hughes on
e Peninsula water resources.

;er tank, imagine the load
ruld be taken from our exist-
: sources.
the acres of roofing, tarred
ompounded earth and con-
ts rurudng water into rivers
irentually run into the sea"
millions of times more water
; to sea than nature intended.
;vould be detrimental to the
vater marine life and plants.
iB it was stated that by har-
five of the rivers from
nd into one, ttrere would be
yater to fill Sydney Harbour
times, which if Aansfened

.ustralla would last for about

*imated cost of this project
$L000 per person.

rward stated on TV that he
end $600 million on a water

Beattie stated the SE
nd Water grid woult cost $8

controversial BHP Billiton desalination proposal at
Whyalla which faces a conflict with environmentat-
istsand the Spencer GuIf aquaculture inftufry over
the hyper-saline wastewater.

Ceduna Mayor Allan Suter said the council
shongly supported the project.

ult would give us much better water than we've
got now,rr Mayor Suter said.

The West Coa,st Sentinel sought comment from
SA Wateds chief operating officer, John Ringham,
a+9 from Water Supply Minister Karlene Maywald's
offrce on Monday and is still waiting.

Sum, sea, sagt, water
The proposed Penong desalination plant

would involve tliree specialist companies and
combine tlree leading-edge technologies which
have each been proved, but have not previously
been combined to produce drinking water.

Solar Heat and Power Pty Ltd will provide the
sola.r collector technologr used to harrress ther-
mal energy.

Lloyd Energy Systems will provide the
graphite block high temperature energy storage
system and the steam hubine porrer generation
system.

I.D.E. Teclmologies Ltd one of f,lre world's
most experienced suppliers of desalination
plants and technologies, will provide the
mechanical vapour compression desalination
technolory.

Solar collectors will direct the sun's enersr
onto apure graphite system which will store the
enersr as heat. Ileat exchangers will turn water
into high pr€ssure steam which will drive a tur-
bine to power generators producing elecfoicity to
run the plant.

Sea water will be pumped to the plant where
salt and other minerals will be removed.

The pure water is proposed to be pumped into
an erdension of the Water West pipeline for dis-
tribution while the brine waste product will be
pumpedinto the Cheetlram salt works sothe salt
removed from ff,re sea water can be harvested.
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_ While describing the Eyre Peninsula rrater sup-
ply situation as a "disaster'r, Mrs Penfold said: ',It is
clear that a desalination plant at Ceduna has to be
considered as part of a much-needed West Coast
water solution".

She said that SA Water, in an endeavour to main-
tain drinking water supplies to Strealg Bay, was tak-
ing water from the already over-drawn Uley under-
gfound basin near Port Linco\ ctUorinating it,
pumping it to Stoeaky Bay, .declrlorinating it rand
pqnlinS it back into f,he ground to replenish the
Robinson Basin near there.

As well, a second pipeline was being surveyed to
duplicate the 65i-kilometre pipeline, conskucted in
2003 by SA Water at a cost of $7.8 million, to connecr
Stuealry Bay to the main Tod-Cedrura pipeline, she
said.

Cynergy spokesman Bruce Higgs said this week
he had wd.tten to SA Water in Ure earty part of last
year seeking approval to use its waterinfrasFuchre
to distribute desalinated water from the proposed
Penong plant, but was still waiting on a reply.-."Itmight have been in March Qast year) we con-
tacted them, I can't remember the exact ilate - but
weVe been waiting for a reply for a substantial
time,n Mr Higgs said.

"In engineering terms the project is ready to go.uWe have memorandums of understanding or
agreements in principle with everyone concerried -
except SA Water.

"The only glitch has been SA Water."
Eyre Regional Development Board development

manager, Jane Lowe, said the project was an "oppor-
tunity to secure a quality water supply for the Far
West for the future.

"It (desalination plant) is a modular design so it's
capacity can be increased as demand requires."Importantly, it would reduce ttre demand on ttre
undergrdund basins supplying the Eyre peninsr:la
with wate_r by about 10 per cent - or about a gigalitue
- a year," Ms Lowe said-

She said the propmal was aligned with the water
supply objectives of the state's shategic plan, would
reduce future dependence on Murray River water
via the yet-to-be-completed Kimba-Iron Knob
pipeline and could go ahead more quickly than the
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